
 
 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

We welcome your questions, and thank you for asking them. Please know this FAQ will be updated 
throughout the referendum campaign process as questions are posed.    
 

Referendum Question #1 – Facilities | $29,565,000 

What is the name of the architectural firm the District is working with? 
The District is working with Bray Architects from Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
 
Will 4K students attend A.C. Kiefer and other WSD school sites during the next school year, 2015-
2016? 
Yes.  
 
Which schools will house the 4K Learning Academies? 
The new 4K Learning Academies will be located at Hawthorn Hills, G.D. Jones, Thomas Jefferson, and 
Riverview Elementary Schools. 4K students would begin attending these learning academies with the 
2016-2017 school year, which is also the school year that A.C. Kiefer will be closed. 
 
Why did the District recommend that 4K Learning Academies in four elementary buildings was the 
best option for 4K students attending elementary schools? 
● Learning environments can be more easily designed to support research on preventing fade-out of 

skills 
● All students get the advantage of space designed specifically for young children 
● All students get the advantage of a building where principals, social workers, psychologists, 

counselors, etc., have specialized training on the family, learning, and behavioral needs of young 
students and families 

● All students get the advantage of having 3 or 4 4K teachers in one building which creates flexible 
options for individualized and differentiated instruction  

● All students get the advantage of having increased quality instruction and learning because of the 
professional learning community created by teams of same grade teachers in one building 

● All students get the advantage of having flexibility to use support staff as needed to meet their 
individual needs  

● Innovation and quality at A.C. Kiefer can be replicated at four sites  
● This option allows magnet programs for students with disabilities and builds expertise in staff  
● Supports model school design of “school within a school”  
● Hallways and playgrounds can be more easily segregated by age 
 
What research did you use to base your decision to form 4K Learning Academies? 
● Book study on The Pre-K Debates (2011), which is a meta-analysis of the research on programs that 

yield best outcomes for students 
● Findings and recommendations from the Reauthorization of No Child Left Behind 
● 21st Century Model Schools 
● Best Practice, Program/District/State Values, and Shared Key Interests for the Wausau School 

District 4K 
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Why did you select Hawthorn Hills, G.D. Jones, Thomas Jefferson, and Riverview for the 4K 
learning academies? 
● Typically, the current 4K schools (except for Jones and Riverview) do not support a full-time teacher. 

The overall ratio of students at Hewitt-Texas, Rib Mountain, South Mountain, and John Marshall is 
approximately half of the students residing in that attendance area and half residing outside of the 
attendance area   

● These schools have a more central location so less busing is needed across the District and ride 
times should be shorter 

● These central locations would house District-wide ELL (English language learners) and early 
childhood special education programs 

 
Why not neighborhood 4K programs at all elementary buildings? 
● In most cases, teachers would need to share assignments between two schools except for Jones and 

Riverview (and some years, John Marshall) 
● Many students would have to be bused to non-attendance schools when the one-section class was 

full 
● Students and families would not have the benefits of 4K Learning Academies 
 
What are the ages of the four elementary schools identified for additions? 
Hawthorn Hills was built in 1987 and is 28-years-old; G.D. Jones was built in 1997 and is 
18-years-old; Thomas Jefferson was built in 1956, with additions in 1984 and 1997, and is 59-years-old; 
and Riverview was built in 1964, with additions in 1985 and 2000, and is 51-years-old. 
 
Is the proposed Technology Education expansion at both Wausau East and Wausau West High 
Schools a duplication of what exists or is offered at Northcentral Technical College (NTC)? 
No, and this is why not: 
• The Wausau School District partners with Northcentral Technical College through dual credit course 

offerings, youth apprenticeships, advisory committees, and academies of high demand programs 
(manufacturing*, certified nursing assistants and information technology).  Locally and regionally, 
sectors such as automotive and manufactures are working with secondary and postsecondary 
institutions to increase awareness of the desperate need for technically-skilled workers.   

• Today’s workforce requires highly technical skills in many technology education areas. The earlier 
students are exposed to these technical skills, the better prepared they will be for the workforce 
and/or postsecondary training. Expanding/renovating our high school facilities will allow students to 
be exposed to highly technical equipment and processes.  

• The proposed facilities needs at Wausau East and Wausau West High Schools for Technology 
Education aligns with “Agenda 2017 – Every child a graduate, college and career ready” a direction 
set by State Superintendent of Public Instruction Tony Evers. Technology Education (career and 
technical education programs) provides dual credit opportunities and specific career skills.   

 
*Manufacturing industry data (Source: Manufacturing Today, Fall 2013): 
• 1,134 manufacturing jobs available in Marathon County as of November 2014 according to 

Northcentral Wisconsin Workforce Development. 
• Wisconsin faces serious challenges to maintain its leadership position in manufacturing because 

there is no pipeline of highly-skilled workers to fill the 700,000 vacancies that are anticipated in the 
manufacturing sector within the next eight years.   
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• Wisconsin’s manufacturing sector employs one out of six Wisconsin workers and accounts for 20% of 

the state’s economic output. 
• Wisconsin ranks second in the country in the relative size of its manufacturing sector employing over 

450,000 people in 2012. 
 
Referendum question #1 mentions site improvements, including athletic field improvements. 
Which locations will have additions/improvements to athletic fields? 
The only location is Riverview Elementary School. The proposed additional classrooms will displace one 
athletic field, which will be relocated on the Riverview site. 
 
How much additional square footage will be added to school campuses? 
Additions to the four elementary schools and East & West High Schools will yield an additional 59,100 
square feet. 
 
When would these six building projects be completed? 
All building projects would be completed by mid-August 2016. 
 
When was the last time the District held a referendum election? 
On February 16, 1999, a referendum election was held for $65,383,000, which included new schools 
(East High and Stettin Elementary) and renovations to five other schools (West High and Grant, John 
Marshall, Maine, and Riverview Elementary Schools). The referendum passed. 
 
What is the District’s current outstanding debt – principal only and principal and interest? 
The District’s current outstanding debt is $38,645,000 in principal and $45,939,825 in principal and 
interest. 
 
What is the state reimbursement rate on District spending and how stable is that source of 
revenue? 
• Approximately 60% of the District’s budget is funded with state aid. This percentage has remained 

very stable for the past 15 years and is not expected to change significantly in the near future.  
• The formula used to calculate state aid has various levels. For new expenses, such as this proposed 

referendum question, the District will receive approximately 20% in state aid. The aid is paid the year 
following the expense. 

• Therefore, the impact of referendum question #1 is $12 per $100,000 home in year one only. This 
impact is reduced to $7 in the second year and continues to gradually go down.  
 

Referendum Question #2 – District Technology Plan | $2,000,000 for 5 Years 

Why fund the long-range, District-approved technology plan? 
• Half of the plan addresses District infrastructure needs such as phones, servers, switches, and 

bandwidth, which is needed to conduct District business. The other half of the plan moves the District 
toward providing a device for each student and teacher as well as professional learning for teachers.  

• Aligns with Education Department Goal – Identify, integrate, and expand technology options to 
provide learning opportunities anytime, anywhere for 100% of Wausau School District students by 
September of 2018. 
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• Real-World Experience – Technology can provide a platform to enable those experiences to take 

place. 
• Relevance – Students see that what they are doing in school is connected to their future and their 

career choice. 
• 21st Century Readiness – We want students to be ready to perform and compete in a technological 

workplace at jobs that are yet to be invented. 
• Best Instructional Practices – Harness the power of using new digital content to transform the 

learner’s experience in 1) What they are learning; 2) How they are learning; 3) How they are sharing; 
and 4) How they are connecting.  

• Improve Student Achievement – By implementing the best instructional practices mentioned above, 
student engagement and student achievement will increase. 

• Moral Imperative – It is time for us to embrace the concept, idea, and work that will enable us to 
prepare our students for their future. Much of what we have been doing has not been about the future 
of our students, but rather about our past. 

• Provide Sufficient Access – Education is changing. Increased access is needed to immerse 
technology skills, use current and future resources, and to provide sufficient access for online 
assessments. 

• Curriculum and Instruction Resources – An increasing number of textbook and instructional 
companies have online companion resources available to both teachers and students to maximize 
teaching and learning.  
 

What is 1 to 1? 
“1 to 1” or “1:1” or “one to one” means providing one device for every one student. 

 
What are the benefits of 1:1 device plan? 
• When implemented with necessary support, research suggests gains in student achievement 
• Addresses current access levels (literacy and assessment) 
• Equitable access at school and home 
• Plan is in alignment with State and National Technology Plans 

 
Will schools continue to teach handwriting? 
Yes. 
 
What is the state reimbursement rate on District spending and how stable is that source of 
revenue? 
• Approximately 60% of the District’s budget is funded with state aid. This percentage has remained 

very stable for the past 15 years and is not expected to change significantly in the near future.  
• The formula used to calculate state aid has various levels. For new expenses, such as this proposed 

referendum question, the District will receive approximately 20% in state aid. The aid is paid the year 
following the expense. 

• Therefore, the impact of referendum question #2 is $21 per $100,000 home in year one only. This 
impact is reduced to $12 in the second year and continues to gradually go down.  
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